: Basic properties of the citation dataset. (A) We analyse data on the 20,000 most cited papers published in each of the seven years from 2007 to 2013, where citation data was downloaded in Autumn 2014. Here, we depict the distribution of citations received by papers published in 2010, which we find is exponential. Parallel analyses reveal that the distributions of citations of papers published in the remaining six years are similarly exponential. (B) We analyse the lengths of the titles of papers in our sample. The mean length of a paper's title is 98.63 characters. (C) Each year, the most cited 20,000 papers are published in a mean total of 2,291 journals (grey line). To facilitate our core analysis, we identify all journals which have fewer than 10 papers in the most cited 20,000 papers for a given year, and remove the remaining papers in such journals for that year. A mean of 353.29 journals per year remain after this cleaning process (blue line). (D) Before cleaning, our dataset contains 20,000 papers per year (grey line). After cleaning, the mean number of papers per year is 15,269.57.
